To: Stalcup, Dana[Stalcup. Dana@epa.gov]; Fitz-James, Schatzi[Fitz-James. Schatzi@epa.gov]; 

Wells, Suzanne[Wells. Suzanne@epa.gov]; Zaragoza, Larry[Zaragoza. Larry@epa.gov]; Gartner, 
Lois[Gartner.Lois@epa.gov]; Dreyfus, Melissa G. [Dreyfus. Melissa@epa.gov] 

From: Mahmud, Shahid 

Sent: Mon 10/26/2015 8:00:47 PM 

Subject: Fw: (UNOFFICIAL) list of questions from today's call 


Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


Shahid Mahmud 
Team Leader 

EPA Abandoned Mine Lands Team 
703-603-8789 


From: Hillenbrand, John 

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2015 12:35 PM 

To: Keller, Melanie; Mahmud, Shahid; Moreen, Ed; Wirtschafter, Joshua; Hathaway, Ed; Price, Lisa 
Cc: Hawkins, CherylA; Dreyfus, Melissa G.; Stalcup, Dana; Fitz-James, Schatzi 
Subject: RE: (UNOFFICIAL) list of questions from today's call 


Melanie, Here are some ideas for drafting responses ( thanks Ed for your help on this) 


1 . AP - if drilling had happened, could pressure be determined? 

Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 

Also, you said that blowout was inevitable. Can you reconcile these items? 

| Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 

How many other mine projects may be impacted? ?? 

2. Durango Herald - the report date is August 24 th ? What took 2 days to issue report and 
have conference call? 
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Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


Did the team fail in the sense that they didn’t conduct additional drilling to determine pressure? 


Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


3. Denver Post - in the report, in June 2014, EPA was aware of blowout potential. Why was 
this 2014 report not discussed in this new report? 

It is discussed in the first two bullets on page 6 

4. Guardian - does the EPA plan on working with other agencies to change admin rules 
regarding how these sites are reviewed. Specifically with regard to Uravan Mine? (Mathy kicked 
for more info) 


Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


5. Daily Time - Were notification protocols violated? Specifically New Mexico. ?? 
Will pressure continue to build in these mines? 


Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 

6. Reuters - What is the status of the contamination? 

Outside the scope of the report 

7. San Juan - can you discuss any efforts to develop a drainage system for the mine? 

Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


8. AOB Channel 4 (??) - when was the last time the pressure levels were taken before the 
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blowout? Any indications? 

Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


9. Colorado Public Radio - in intro statement, mentioned that the stakeholder group was 
consulted but a member (peter butler) says they were not consulted? 


Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


10. Congressional Quarterly - can you discuss the inevitability of the blowout? How many 
mine investigations do you have on hold currently 


Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


11. AP - Have the retention ponds been built? (Mathy will provide details of timeline and 
construction of ponds) 


Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 


John Hillenbrand 

Project Manager, Mine Group Leader 
EPA Region 9, Superfund Division 
75 Hawthorne Street (SFD-7-2) 

San Francisco CA 
(415) 972-3494 
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From: Keller, Melanie 

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 12:26 PM 

To: Mahmud, Shahid; Hillenbrand, John; Moreen, Ed; Wirtschafter, Joshua; Hathaway, Ed; 
Price, Lisa 

Cc: Hawkins, CherylA; Dreyfus, Melissa G.; Stalcup, Dana; Fitz-James, Schatzi 
Subject: (UNOFFICIAL) list of questions from today's call 


All, 


Here's my rough list of questions that I heard on the press call today. They are not 
official, just my notes of what I was able to decipher and jot down. I'd like to get a head 
start on drafting some responses as able, especially for those that Mathy "kicked" for 
future response. 


THanks. 


Melanie C. Keller 
Office of Superfund 
Remedy Decisions 


703-603-8706 

keller.melanie@epa.gov 
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Questions: 


1. AP - if drilling had happened, could pressure be determined? Also, you said that blowout 
was inevitable. Can you reconcile these items? 

How many other mine projects may be impacted? 

2. Durango Herald - the report date is August 24 th ? What took 2 days to issue report and 
have conference call? Did the team fail in the sense that they didn’t conduct additional drilling to 
determine pressure? 

3. Denver Post - in the report, in June 2014, EPA was aware of blowout potential. Why was 
this 2014 report not discussed in this new report? 

4. Guardian - does the EPA plan on working with other agencies to change admin rules 
regarding how these sites are reviewed. Specifically with regard to Uravan Mine? (Mathy kicked 
for more info) 

5. Daily Time - Were notification protocols violated? Specifically New Mexico. 

Will pressure continue to build in these mines? 

6. Reuters - What is the status of the contamination? 

7. San Juan - can you discuss any efforts to develop a drainage system for the mine? 

8. AOB Channel 4 (??) - when was the last time the pressure levels were taken before the 

blowout? Any indications? 

9. Colorado Public Radio - in intro statement, mentioned that the stakeholder group was 
consulted but a member (peter butler) says they were not consulted? 

10. Congressional Quarterly - can you discuss the inevitability of the blowout? How many 
mine investigations do you have on hold currently? 

11. AP - Have the retention ponds been built? (Mathy will provide details of timeline and 

construction of ponds) 
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